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Welcomed over 150,000 ALLEY VISITORS this fiscal year

Played host to more than 40 FIELD TRIP GROUPS

More than 2,000 ART PIECES were exchanged in the Pocket Art Gallery

Introduced museum WEBSITE

Held an ART BANNER COMPETITION at Milo’s Sky-High Gallery in cooperation 
with Festival South 

Produced month-long “snow storm” which brought THOUSANDS OF VISITORS 
during the month of DECEMBER

Commissioned 7 NEW ART INSTALLATIONS including: “Lego Bridge and Lego 
Climbers”, “Something’s Fishy”, “Honey Pot”, “Monsters Inc. Door”, 
“Inspiration Door”, “Bugs in the Burg” and “Heart Staircase” 

Created a COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP with USM School of Library and 
Information Sciences to host ‘StoryWalk’ annually

Held THIRD ANNUAL DOWNTOWN DUCK HUNT with more than 3000 
participants throughout the day

Installed the HATTIESBURG POCKET WATCH above the Pocket Museum

Held the inaugural Lego Day community play day event – LET’S CONNECT

Hosted the much-loved WIENERMOBILE during June in conjunction with the 
exhibit ‘Wieners and Buns in the Hot Summer Sun’
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Experienced the largest single-day attendance in history on March 17th 
(4053), which was broken two days later on March 19th with an 
ATTENDANCE OF 4709

Unveiled a new energy-efficient ALL-ELECTRIC TRAIN in participation with 
MS Power

Introduced a new, CUSTOMIZABLE FIELD TRIP experience allowing teachers 
to build an educational experience specific to their student’s needs and 
interests

Hosted a record number of Field Trips, welcoming 23,974 teachers and 
young people from Mississippi, Alabama and Louisiana

Introduced three new after-hours events – LATER AT LADHA’S, BLUES & 
BBQ, and RUM UNDER THE SUN  

Hosted more than 450 GUESTS for a free, community-based event, Story 
Time at the Hattiesburg Zoo.

Held FOUR SENSORY DAYS during the year

Hosted 745 OVERNIGHT GUESTS

Welcomed NEW ANIMALS to the Zoo including: a female hyena; 15 exotic 
chicken breeds; a baby Colobus and baby sloth, both born at the 
Hattiesburg Zoo; 2 additional Fennec Fox and a pair of Mandarin ducks 
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ANNOUNCED plans for the creation of Serengeti Springs Water Park 
at the Hattiesburg Zoo in coordination with the City of Hattiesburg

PROMOTIONAL SIGNAGE for the Water Park was placed on all 
perimeter fencing adjacent to Hardy Street 

Site work BEGAN
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Awarded BEST-OF-THE-BEST for sixteen consecutive years by readers of 
ConventionSouth magazine

Experienced numbers EQUAL to those pre-Covid

Hosted the MS REALTOR’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Hosted William Carey’s Annual Dinner featuring DR. BEN CARSON

Hosted the South-Central Region of the Worldwide Pentecostal 
Fellowship Regional Meeting with more than 4,000 ATTENDEES

Noted as a PREMIER MMA FIGHTING VENUE for Mississippi
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Broke the venue’s ATTENDANCE RECORD

Brought in ticket purchasers from 22 DIFFERENT STATES AND 4 
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES to attend concerts
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Experienced the HIGHEST GROSSING YEAR in the Saenger Theater’s history

SOLD-OUT 
 Oak Ridge Boys
 Steve-O
 Hattiesburg Civic Association (Zeus Coronation)
 Kountry Wayne
 Eddie B
 The Music of Queen (Festival South)
 Leanne Morgan (Laughs4Life)

Iconic Saenger Theater Sign was restored

Major work was done inside the theater to repair peeling plaster and 
restore the decorative painting detail to the theater’s ceiling and walls
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Branded Sixth Street Museum District with a new logo for Historic 
Eureka School

Implemeted new websites for the African American Military History 
Museum and Historic Eureka School and added a website for Smith 
Drug Co. 

Presented a month-long ‘PIONEERS IN MEDICINE SERIES’ for Black 
History Month

Held the GRAND OPENING of Smith Drug Co. on March 1st, and began 
regular open admission on Saturdays from 12:00 noon – 4:00 p.m. for 
visitors to view the museum and enjoy a malt or milkshake at the 
renovated soda fountain

Received MS HERITAGE TRUST PRESERVATION AWARD for work on 
Smith Drug Co.

Received the OUTSTANDING HISTORIC REHABILITATION AWARD from 
the Hattiesburg Downtown Association for work at Smith Drug Co.
 
Awarded a MISSISSIPPI HUMANITIES COUNCIL GRANT  

Hosted the MS HISTORICAL SOCIETY CONFERENCE at Historic Eureka 
School

Designed the ‘HOME IS WHERE THE HEART IS’ traveling exhibit, 
which is displayed at the Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport

Hosted an ART EXHIBIT and JUNETEENTH CONCERT at Historic 
Eureka School in partnership with Festival South

Hosted biennial EUROHA REUNION at Historic Eureka School

Partnered with the Hattiesburg/Petal Library and USM Dale Center to 
bring author TOM WARD to speak about the Korean War at the African 
American Military History Museum.

Developed a partnership with the GIRL SCOUTS OF MISSISSIPPI to 
offer two badge programs per year.


